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PREFACE.

Tuis volume presents a selection from the contents of the
eight volumes in which the works of Huldreich Zwingli, the
Reformer of German Switzerland, are preserved in the only
edition now accessible, namely, that published in Zurich between
1828 and 1842, with a supplement in 1861. Egli and Finsler's
edition in the Corpus Reformatorum is announced but will not
be finished for at least ten years. The selection has been made
purposely from those papers which had never been translated
~—at least not in their entirety—into modern German or English.
These papers have been arranged in chronological order, and
when read consecutively present a documentary history of several
phases of the Zurich Reformation. They have been utilized
in my biography of Zwingli, published by G. P. Putnam’s Sons,
New York city, in the series of *“ Heroes of the Reformation,”
and are here printed in full by the courtesy of the publishers of
the series. As appears, the translations from the Latin were
made by Mr. Henry Preble, of this city, and by Prof. George
W. Gilmore, and those from the Zurich German by Mr. Law-
rence A. McLouth, Professor of German in the New York
University. They will be found accurate and spirited, and I am
very proud to be able to put into the hands of the English
reader for the first time matter of so interesting and important a
character. My highest ambition is that Huldreich Zwingli may
win in this way a large number of friends. My own part in this new
volume is a very modest one. I have made the selections, sup-
plied some introductory matter, and a few notes. Those who
would like to read more of the writings of Zwingli 1 refer to
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my biography alluded to above, in which will be found Pro-
fessor McLouth's translation in full of the sermon upon fasting,
preached in the spring of 1522, which was the first published
reformation document in Switzerland ; and the Confession of
Faith presented by Zwingli at the Diet of Augsburg, 1530,
translated by Rev. Henry E. Jacobs, D. D., LL.D., Professor
in the Evangelical Lutheran Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa.; re-
printed by permission, from Dr. Jacobs' edition of the Book of
Concord, Philadelphia, the best edition of that important collec-
tion and its accompanying documents. Also, I would say that
in 1899, in Collegeville, Pa., there appeared a translation of
Zwingli’s ¢ Christian Education of Youth,” by Professor Reichen-
bach, of Ursinus College, Philadelphia. I am not aware that
there are any other accessible English translations of Zwingli’s
prose writings, but in my biography appear in English many
extracts from Zwingli's correspondence and from documents
bearing upon him.
SAMUEL MACAULEY JACKSON.
New York Citv, 4pril 8, 1901,



INTRODUCTION.

" HuLpREICH ZWINGLI was born in the outskirts of the village of
Wildhaus, forty miles east by south of Zurich, in Switzerland, on
the first of January, 1484. His family on both sides were peas-
ants, but persons of more or less prominence and of high char-
acter. His father was the village magistrate and his father's
brother the village priest. This uncle was in 1487 transferred to
a higher position at Wesen, upon the Lake of Walenstadt, twelve
miles to the southwest of Wildhaus, and took Zwingli with him.
So there the child received his first book learning, and then he
was sent by his uncle, who was providentially a friend of the New
Learning, to Bern, Vienna and Basel for school and university
training. In 1506 Zwingli, who had just taken the degree of
Master of Arts at the University of Basel, became the priest of
the parish of Glarus, about seven miles south of Wesen. There
he remained ten years, and would have stayed much longet,
probably, had it not been that his very vigorous attacks upon the
mercenary military service of the Swiss, which service he recog-
nized as a disgrace to his country and a sure and swift means of
their moral ruin, awakened so much opposition on the part of the
principal families in the Canton, who were interested in hiring
out these mercenaries, that he was compelled to leave. He next
appears as preacher in the famous monastery of Einsiedeln, in
which is the Chapel of Meinrad, containing the wonder-working
wooden image of the Virgin and Child. Thousands of pilgrims
have every year for a millennium visited this sacred spot, and
among them have been the most distinguished in the Church.
When Zwingli went there he was already a fine scholar, an admired
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preacher and a recognized patriot. He inspired high and low
with respect, and easily made the acquaintance of the cardinals
and bishops and learned men who came in a continuous stream
to the shrine. He also read diligently the books he found in the
remarkably rich library of the monastery. Thus was he prepared
for the prominent part he was destined to play. After two years
he was called to the principal church of Zurich, and there he
maintained himself as preacher and reformer and author for the
rest of his life.

When he began his preaching in Zurich he had apparently no
profound spiritual conceptions. He was an extremely pleasant,
witty and agreeable man, and had a host of friends, for whose
advantage he was ready at any time to do his best, so that he
fastened them to himself as with hooks of steel. He was moreover
a friend of the New Learning and felt the breath of the new era.
He had been taught by Wyttenbach and Erasmus that the tradi-
tional church theology had very small basis in the Bible; had
also come to the conclusion that the Bible was the great source
of theology, so had been reading attentively the New Testament
in the original Greek, and had even begun the study of Hebrew in
order that he might get at the meaning of the Old Testament at
first hand. In his zeal to drink in the water of life from the
fountain he even had gone so far as to commit to memory the
Epistles of St. Paul in Greek. From the beginning of his Zurich
ministry he showed himself well acquainted with the text of Scrip-
ture, and able to quote it at pleasure. He began his preaching
in Zurich with a continuous exposition of the Gospel of Matthew,
and went on to expound other New Testament books in the same
way. Living thus in the hearing of the divine oracles, thinking
much upon their utterances, he was one of the first upon whom
the vision of the purer, more unshackled, less hide-bound church
fell. And without passing through any profound spiritual
experience, entering rather as a devout scholar than as a religious

into the temple of God, he arrived at those concep-
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tions of the truth which bear the name of Protestant. It was his
exposure of the unbiblical character of much of the teachings
and ceremonies of the Roman Church which roused the people
of Zurich into open revolt against that church, and it was the
distressing rumor of the probable defection of the Zurich people
which was the occasion of the visit of the delegation from the
Bishop of Constance, which is described in the first paper in this
volume.

In this volume Zwingli is exhibited in various relations as
leader in reform and the defense of reform. Thus the earnest
petition (1522) which Zwingli wrote, to allow priests to marry,
showed how enforced celibacy hindered holy living. The First
Disputation (1523) showed the popularity of the proposed
reforms. The Marriage Ordinance (1525) is a contribution
to the history of the times. The reply to the Baptist arguments
and exposure of their social disorders (1527), for the Baptists
were the disturbers of the standing order in Zurich and fomenters
of no one end of trouble for the Reformers there and in Ger-
many, and the treatment they received, showed how far the
Reformers were from being ready to grant to others the freedom
of speech they exercised themselves. Still the Baptists were
attacked on grounds of state polity rather than religiously.

The busy life of Zwingli, on whom fell the burden of directing
the churches which received his leadership, was cut short by a
violent death. He was involved in the struggle between the
Forest cantons (Uri, Schwyz, Unterwalden, Luzern, Zug) up
amid the mountains of Northern Switzerland, which were intensely
Old Church, and the Reformed cantons (chiefly Zurich and
Bern). The former would not grant freedom to gospel preaching,
so the latter in punishment cut them off from necessary supplies,
as they could do, since they commanded the commerce of the
country. This brought matters to a crisis, and the opposing
cantons met at Cappel, only 10 miles south of Zurich, October
11, 1533, Zwingli, as chief city pastor, went to the field as a



8 INTRODUCTION.

non-combatant, although armed for defense, and perished the
same day. He was a good man, a valiant fighter for the truth
as he conceived it, and the Reformed churches, as contrasted
with the Lutheran churches, look to him as one of their great
founders,
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ZWINGLI SELECTIONS.

I. LETTER OF HULDREICH ZWINGLI TO ERASMUS
FABRICIUS ABOUT THE PROCEEDINGS, ON THE 778,
8tH AND gt OF APRIL, 1522, OF THE DELEGATES
SENT TO ZURICH BY THE BISHOP OF CONSTANCE.*

How the Reverend Lord Bishop of Constance, through his
delegates, the suffragan Melchior [Wattli], John Wanner (who,
however, I know took part in the affair against his will), and
NTicholas] Brendlin, dealt with Huldreich Zwingli, preacher at
Zurich, before the Board of Ecclesiastics and the Senate { on the
7th, 8th and gth days of April,

ZWINGLI TO ERASMUS FABRICIUS.

On the seventh day of April the before mentioned Fathers
came to our city pretty early, and I, knowing that they were
coming, was trying to discover what their design was, and yet
could not until late at night, when our beloved deacon, Henry
Lutius, came and gave me warning that the clerk, as they call
him, was getting together the whole body of priests for a meeting

* Zwingli’s Works, ed. Schuler u. Schulthess, iii., 7-16. Translated from
the original Latin by Mr. Henry Preble, New York city.

*1. e., City Council, hence the members in it are called councillors, but the
Latin form Zwingli used has been allowed to stand. This body was in two
parts, the Small Council, which contained only 50 members, and only half of
these were on duty at any one time, and the Great Council, also called the
Council of the Two Hundred, which included the Small Council. The Great
Council was the deciding body on all legislative matters of importance, the
Small was the exeutive committee, and both were representative bodies. ‘The
chief officer was the burgomaster, here called the President of the Senate.
See my biography of Zwingli, pp. 42-44.
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early next morning at the usual place of assembly of the canons.

I regarded it as a happy omen that the thing had been thus neatly

set on foot by a courier both lame and without grace, and began

to consider in my mind how they were likely to begin their job.

At length I understood, as I thought, and when day dawned and

we had come together the suffragan began in the fashion that will

follow when I come to describe how the matter was carried on

before the Senate. His whole speech was violent and full of

rage and arrogance, though he took pains to hide the fact that

he had any quarrel with me. For he avoided mentioning my

name as scrupulously as if it were sacred, though meanwhile there

was nothing that he didn’t say against me. When the tragedian
had finished shrieking out his part, I stepped forward, feeling

#hat it was unbecoming and disgraceful to allow a speech which
-might do so much damage to go unrebutted, especially as I saw
from their sighs and their pale and silent faces that some of the
-feebler priests who had recently been won for Christ had been
troubled by the tirade. Therefore I made answer upon the spur
-of the moment to the words of the suffragan, with what spirit or
feeling the good men who heard me may judge. The general

gist of what 1 said, however, you shall hear when we come to the

proceedings before the Senate. The delegates abandoned this

wing as routed and put to flight, and hurried quickly to another,

to the Senate, namely, where, as I have learned from Senators,

the same harangue was delivered and my name was avoided in the

same way, and the Senate was persuaded not to have me sum-

moned. For they said they had no concern whatever with me.

After this the opinions varied for some time, but finally they

decided that the Commons (that is, two hundred men, called

the Greater Senate), should meet in full assembly on the follow-

ing day, and that the bishops * of the city, of whom there are three

« Zwingli uses this term of the people’s priests or preachers of the three

parish churches in Zurich, viz., the Great Minster, Minster of our Lady,
’ He explains it below.
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of us, should be warned not to be present. For nothing was
going to be said in reply to our friends, no one could contradict
so sound a speech, and so on. When I discovered this, I devoted
all my energy to getting us admitted to the meeting of the Senate
to be held on the following day. For a long time I turned every
stone in vain, for the chief men of the Senate said it could not
be done, inasmuch as the Senate had voted otherwise. Then [
began to cease my efforts and to plead with sighs to him who
heareth the groans of those in bondage not to abandon the truth,
but to come to the defense of his gospel, which he had willed to
have us preach. At length on the ninth the citizens assembled,
and loudly vented their indignation at their bishops not being
admitted, but they of the Senate which from its number is called
the Less resisted because they had voted otherwise previously.
The Greater Senate, however, compelled them against their will
to put the matter to vote, and it was decided that their bishops
should be present and hear everything, and if need be make
answer. Thus, not, as Livy says, did the greater part prevail
over the better; for here both the greater and the better part
prevailed. And this I have allowed myself to write, not for the
sake of laying any blame upon the Lesser Senate, but to show
what plotting and underhand action can accomplish. For what
else were the delegates of the Bishop of Constance after but to
say without witnesses whatever came into their mouths before
the simple minded commons? Thanks be to God. For when the
delegates were brought into the Senate, we bishops of Zurich were
also admitted, Henry Engelhard, LL.D., of the nunnery, Rudolph
Roschlin, bishop of St. Peter's, and I, Huldreich Zwingli.* Then

* Henry Engelhard had been people’s priest at the cathedral of Our Lady
since 1496. He had also been a canon of the Great Minster, but in 1521
resigned so that Zwingli 1night be appointed. This act of disinterestedness shows
what a fine character he was. He remained ever one of Zwingli's friends.

He died in 1551, a very old man. Rudolph Réschlin, people’s priest at St.
Peter’s, was very slow in accepting the Reformation, was at the time of this
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when they had been given permission to speak, and the suffragan
had extended to the assembly greeting and blessing from his Most
Illustrious Leader and Bishop (for this must now at least be ad-
mitted), he began with that wonderfully sweet voice of his, than
which I have scarcely ever heard one sweeter in speech. Indeed,
if his heart and brain were as good, you might say that he could ex-
cel Orpheus and Apollo in sweetness, Demosthenes and the Gracchi
in persuasive power. I should like to set down his speech in its
entirety, but I cannot, partly because he spoke in an involved
and jumbled together style, without order, and partly because so
long a speech could not, I think, be remembered even by a
Porcius Latro. But since I had my note-book at hand and took
down the main headings, in order to be able to meet and answer
them more fitly, I will first put down these headings and then
subjoin what I said in reply to each of them.

With the manner of a consummate tragedian he said that
(1) certain persons were teaching new, obnoxious and seditious
doctrines (wieder wirtig und aufrithrig lehren, in German), to
wit: that (2) no human prescriptions and no ceremonials ought
to be regarded. If this doctrine prevailed, it would come to pass
that not only the laws of the state but even the Christian faith
would be done away with, although (3) ceremonies were a sort
of manuductio or *“ leading by the hand ” to the virtues (for he
was pleased to use this word manuductio even before people who
did not understand Latin, because, no doubt, the German term
eine einleitung, * an introduction,” did not seem to him strong
enough (or, if you will, fine enough). Ceremonials were in fact,
he said, a source of virtue (ein ursprung), though he afterwards
had the boldness to deny before all those witnesses that he used
the word ; (4) they were also teaching that Lent ought not to be
kept, for certain persons in this city had ventured to withdraw
from other Christians and from the Christian Church, though
this statement also he afterwards denied with as much shameless-
ness as My lord bore witness that he



THE EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 13

had not used that expression, though the whole Senate still bears
witness that he used it. So persistently do these people fancy
that they are free to say off-hand whatever they please and to
deny off-hand what they have said, almost at the moment of
saying it. He said (5) that they had eaten meat in Lent to the
scandal of the whole republic of Christ; though (6) this was:
evidently not permitted by the gospels, they yet ventured to
declare that they might do it in accordance with the writings of
the Evangelists and Apestles; they had violated (7) the decrees
of the Holy Fathers and the councils, and (8) a most ancient
custom which (9) we never could have kept so long if it had not
emanated from the Holy Spirit. For Gamaliel in the Acts of the
Aposties had said : ¢ Let them alone ; for if this work is of God,”
etc. Then he urged the Senate (10) to remain with and in the
Church, for outside of it no one bad salvation. For (11) the
things which were being taught so wrongheadedly were being
taught without grounds. And not having satisfied himself in what
he had said before about ceremonials, he fell (12) to speaking of
them again, saying that they were the only means by which the
humbler Christians were brought to the recognition of salvation,
and that it belonged to the duties of the people’s priests (for
that is the way bishops and preachers are named now-a-days by
those counterfeit bishops, to keep their name sacred) to teach
the simple-minded populace that there were certain symbols
which denoted certain things, and that it was their function to
explain and set forth the meaning and value thereof. At length,
after the above turn in his speech, he began to discourse (13)
upon grounds of offence, not unlearnedly, 1 confess, only I wish
that he had cited as happily the things against himself as those for
him. He added that Christ enjoined with as much empbhasis as
he put upon any precept, that offences be avoided, for he added
that most clear mark of indignation, “ Woe!” ¢ Woe to the
world from offences!" Going back also to Paul, from whose
epistles he had quoted many things before he discoursed upon



14 ZWINGLI SELECTIONS.

“ Woe,” he called to witness (14) that in order not to offend
the Jews he had suffered Timothy to be circumcised. And what
he ought to have said among his first remarks about seditious
teachings, he talked on after everything else, saying (15) that
no one ought to trust his own ideas ; for that even Paul had been
unwilling to depend upon his own notions, and had gone to
Jerusalem to compare his gospel with the Apostles, etc. And
after a very beautiful peroration to his remarks he rose, and was
on the point of going away with his allies, when I addressed
them in the following terms:

“ My Lord suffragan ” (and in this I made an indiscreet and
ignorant enough blunder; for they tell me I should have said
“ most merciful Lord,” but being unskilled in polished ways I
take hold like a clophopper) “ and fellow-ecclesiastics,” I said
‘¢ wait, I pray, until I make explanation in my own behalf.” For
that my fellow-bishops allowed me todo. To this hesaid : ¢ It has
not been enjoined upon us to engage in discussion with any one.”
“And 1,” said I, « have no intention of entering into discussion,
but what I have thus far been teaching these excellent citizens I
would willingly and gladly set forth to you who are both learned
men and delegates sent here, so to speak, with full powers; that
the greater faith may be had in my teachinhgs if you shall have
voted them right, and if not, that the opposite may take place.”
“ We have said nothing,” said he, “ in opposition to you, and
therefore there is no need for you to make explanation.” ButI
said : “ Though you have refrained from mentioning my name,
yet all the force and power of your words were aimed and hurled
at me. For, as a matter of fact, they were dealing with me in
the style of the old gladitorial combats between Mirmillons and
Gauls, wherein the Mirmillon cried: “ It is not you I am aiming
at, Gaul, it is the fish I am aiming at”” So my name was kept
ocut of sight and not mentioned, in order that most serious
charges if it please the gods, might be developed against me,

s

v "7 ingli. While we were thus contending together,
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M. Roest, President of the Senate, tried by entreaty to persuade
the men of Constance to listen, to which entreaty the suffragam
replied that he knew with whom he should have to deal if he
listened. Huldreich Zwingli was too violent and choleric to make
any duly and moderately carried on discussion possible with him.
I answered: “ What wrong have I ever done you? And what
kind of a way of doing is this, to worry so harshly and bitterly a
guiltless man who has done his duty by Christianity, and to refuse
to hear any explanation? I have always felt myself bound to
hope, unless I am mistaken (but perhaps I am mistaken), that if
any one ever came forward to contradict the truth and teachings
of the gospel, it would come to pass that the High Prelate of
Constance would rush to its aid before all others and hear the
whole case, and this by your help especially, whom he has even
now employed as delegates because of your preéminent learning.
For what would ye do if I wanted to go to him without your
knowledge? If I feared to meet you? If I refused to have
your opinion in the matter? Now, when I do nothing of the
kind, but ask your presence in order to give an account of my
faith and teachings, how have you the face to venture to refuse it?
It could not have failed to rouse suspicion if I had allowed you
to go away, even though you desired it; now when I appeal of
my own accord to your judgment and justice, do you dare to
abandon me?” Then said they: “ Our Reverend Master did not
wish us to enter into a dispute with any one, so it is impossible
for us to hear you. If you wish to take any point of doctrine to
the bishop you are free to do so; if you need anything apprize
him of it.” ButlIsaid: “I beg of you if you are not willing
from any other consideration to vouchsafe me this favour, yet
grant me this wish for the sake of our common faith, our common
baptism, and for the sake of Christ, the giver of life and salvation,
and if you may not listen as delegates, you still may as Chris-
tians.” When I had thus adjured them the citizens began to
murmur in their indignation, so that at last, driven by the urgent
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fequest of the president and the unworthiness of their course,
they went back to their seats. Thereupon I began to speak in
defence of the teachings of Christ to the best of my ability, and
fnade answer to their main heads in about this fashion :

1. My lord suffragan has stated that certain persons were
teaching seditious and obnoxious doctrines, but I cannot be per-
$uaded that he means this to be taken of me, who for nearly four
Years now have been preaching the gospel of Christ and the
teachings of the Apostles with so much energy. And yet it
§avors somewhat of this, inasmuch as he made the statement
before the Senate. For what concern were it of mine if such
teachings were preached elsewhere, provided they were not
preached at Zurich? Therefore, since it is not likely that the
suffragan spoke of the affairs of outsiders, it is clear that his
temarks were aimed at me. However much they disguise it, it
s evident that here is the David to whom this Nathan imputed
the wrong. But as to the gospel, it is no wonder that in one
Place or another there should be differences between those who
cling doggedly to évrédwara, that is, human prescriptions, and
those who are unfriendly to the same. For Christ prophesied
most clearly that this would come to pass, saying: I came
not to send peace on earth, but a sword. For I am come to set
a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against
her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,
and it shall come to pass that a man’s foes shall be they of his
own household.” Vet there was no need of this answer either.
¥or Zurich more than any other of the Swiss cantons is in peace
and quiet, and this all good citizens put down to the credit of
the gospel.

2. As to the reproach, in the next place, that it is taught that
no human prescriptions nor ceremonials ought to be kept, I will
acknowledge frankly that I desire to see a fair portion of the
ceremonials and prescriptions done away with, because the things
prescribed are in great part such as also Peter in the Acts says
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can not be endured. Nor am I going to listen to those who say
that Peter spoke of the old ceremonials and prescriptions. Be
it understood, though, that if I should grant them this it is still
clear that Peter was of opinion that Christians ought to be free
from burdens and bitterness of the kind. But if Peter depre-
cated that old yoke so greatly, which was yet much lighter than
that which we bear to-day, what think ye he would have done if
there had been question of a heavier one? Now that the old
yoke would have been more endurable to Christians than ours
(to say nothing for the nonce of the decrees of the pontiffs,
which are much more numerous and onerous than the commands
of Moses,) is shown well enough by the excessive observation of
fasts, the careful selection of foods, and the enforced leisure of
feast days. For how trifling will the fasts of the Jews become
which they ordained at times for those in great sorrow, if you
compare them with these stated forty days’ fasts of ours, institu-
tions fit for serfs, and those that are ordained in a sort of unbroken
and continuous row in honour of the saints! Furthermore, if
you compare the selection of foods, its observation is more oner-
ous among the Christians than among the Jews. They abstained
from certain kinds of food, but not at a fixed period, with the
exception of the Passover. We abstain from numerous kinds and
for long seasons. And in the enforced leisure of feast days we
surpass the Jews very greatly. But if Peter did not want the
Christians worried by the lighter yoke much less would he
approve the heavier. I denied, however, that I was of opinion
that no human prescriptions at all ought to be kept or enacted.
For who would not joyfully accept what was decided by the
concurrent opinion of all Christians? But on the other hand,
the decrees of certain most unholy spirits, who after the manner
of the Pharisees would lay unbearable burdens upon the necks of
men and not touch themselves even with the tip of their fingers,
were an abomination. And as to his having said, with a view to
rouse the Senate to anger, that we should fail to obey the laws of
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the state, I said this was not the spirit of Christ or of the Apos-
tles. For Christ had said: “ Render unto Ceesar the things that
are Casar’s,” etc., and had paid the tribute or tax. Nay, at his
birth his parents reported his name according to the proclamation
of Cxsar; while the Apostles taught “ Render unto all their due,
tribute to whom tribute is due, etc., and obey them who are set
in authority over you, and not only the good,” etc. Hence it
was evident that he had spoken more vigorously than truly, as
would be made still clearer by an illustration. For all the peo-
ples of the whole world had obeyed the laws most rigorously,
even before the man Christ was born. Nay, Christianity was the
most powerful instrument for the preservation of justice in general,
and the faith of Christ could not be done away with even if all
ceremonials were done away with altogether. Nay, ceremonials
achieved nothing else than the cheating of Christ and his faithful
followers and doing away with the teachings of the Spirit, calling
men away from the unseen to the material things of this world,
but this could not be described and explained in short compass.

3. Then I showed that the simple-minded people could be led
to the recognition of the truth by other means than ceremonials,
to wit, by those by which Christ and the Apostles had led them
without any ceremonials as far as I had been able to learn through
the sacred writings, and that there was no danger that the people
were not capable of receiving the gospel, which he who believes
can understand. They can believe, therefore they can also
understand. Whatever takes place here is done by the inspira-
tion of God, not by the reasoning of man, as Christ also thanked
the Father, saying: “ I thank thee, O, Father, etc., because thou
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed
good in thy sight.”  And Paul (1 Cor. 1) says that “ God hath
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise.”

4. I had nowhere taught that Lent ought not to be kept, though
! 1t it were not prescribed so imperiously, but were
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left free to the individual. But he for whom Lent was not enough
might fast for the rest of the year also; there would not be
wanting men to advise fasting, and I presaged that they would
be likely to effect more than those who thought that at the frown
of their power and the threat of excommunication, everything
would fall to pieces with a crash as at the frown of Jove.

5. Certain persons, and they by no means bad ones, had ven-
tured to eat flesh, and they were not tainted, but since they had
not been forbidden by the divine law to eat flesh, they seemed
rather to have eaten it in witness of their faith than to any one’s
reproach. And this was clear from the fact that presently when
told by me that they ought to take into account the possible cause
of offence they stopped, so that there was no need of this fine
delegation, inasmuch as the evil died out of itself, granting that
it was an evil. Still I wondered exceedingly that I had been a
minister of the gospel in the diocese of Constance for fifteen
years and had thus far never known of the men of Constance
having sent anywhere so magnificent a delegation to investigate
how the affairs of the gospel were going on, but now when they
had found a very trifling observance not broken as much as they
seemed to wish, they filled everything with their lamentations,
and accused the people of Zurich of being the only ones who had
the effrontery to meditate withdrawing from the Christian com-
munion. Yet when the suffragan denied that expression, as I
have said, and Brendlin supported his denial, though the whole
Senate cried out in rebuttal, I allowed their denial in somewhat
these terms : Since you deny the expression, show that it escaped
you unawares and I will easily pardon it; as far as I am con-
cemed you shall be free to correct any utterances you please.
But the Republic of Christ has suffered no offence and no disgrace
if some few persons have failed to keep human tradition.

6. And I showed that it was an unsound contention that the
gospel writings nowhere clearly allowed the eating of flesh. For
Mark (ch. 7) speaks in this fashion: ¢ There is * from
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without a man that entering into him can defile him.” Herel
showed by the argument from the preceding (in the way they
manipulated the sacred writings) that the argument of the
following held good in this way : Therefore, whatever is outside
of a man cannot by entering into him defile him. Words are
signs to me. A general negative is no sign. If he had said
“no food,” he would have left out the category of drinks; if he
had said “no drink,” he would have left out that of food.
Therefore, it pleased him who is the Truth to say  nothing.”
Then he added “cannot even defile.”” Hear! The Voice of
Truth declares it cannot ; man, who is a liar, for all men are liars,
says it can. Here the man squirms and says these words are not
50 clear, and must be interpreted in this way, but the preceding
words must be regarded and the words that follow, though this
is what follows: “ Do ye not perceive that whatsoever thing
from without entereth into the man it cannot defile him, because
it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out
into the draught, purging all meats?”” What can be said more
clearly, if you please, even though you regard the preceding and
the following?

7. They added the words “ contrary to the decrees of the
Holy Fathers and the councils.” I answered that Engelhard,
the ornament of our city, had carefully weighed with me those in
which our friends placed greatest confidence, and that no such
asseveration could be made from those which they treated as a
sacred anchor. For the question was not whether Lent ought to
be done away with, but whether it was permissible by the law of
Christ to eat meat at that time. While I forbid no man’s
fasting, I leave it free to him.

8. They had also added: “and contrary to very ancient
custom.” Here I frankly granted that it was the custom, and
not a bad one. But if it were the custom, why was a proclama-
tion added? I promised that I would certainly see to it that

¢ ot be wantonly interrupted.

.



THE EPISCOPAL VISITATION. 21

9. And if this custom (he continued) had not been inspired
by the divine spirit it would not have lasted so long, in accordance
with the words of Gamaliel. I answered that this and other
things which were not from the mind of God would be done away
in their own good time. For *every plant,” says Christ in
Matthew, “ which my heavenly Father hath not planted shall be
rooted up.” But selection of foods neither Christ nor the Apos-
tles had prescribed. Therefore no one ought to be surprised
if unhappy mortals are turning their eyes towards freedom, since
Christ in his loving kindness has now illumined the world more
brightly with his gospel by a sort of second revelation.

10. After this the weighty speaker made his turn to the Senate,
appealing to them to stay with and in the Church, for outside of
it none were saved. This I met thus: * Let not this exhortation
move you, most excellent citizens, as if you had ever abandoned
the Church of Christ. For I am persuaded of you that you hold
in fresh remembrance what is said in the narrative of Matthew,
that the foundation of the Church is that rock which gave his
name to Peter the faithful confessor. No one lays other founda-
tion than this, nor can do so. Nay, in every nation and place,
every one who confesses the Lord Jesus with his tongue and
believes in his heart that God raised him from the dead shall be
saved, whether he be among the Indians or the Scythians, and
it is fixed beyond controversy that outside of that Church none
is saved, within which we all believe ourselves to be the more
firmly as we glory the more certainly in the hope of the glory of
the sons of God.” Here I might have dragged the man forth and
laid bare his notion of the Church, but I preferred to spare him,
that he might repent at length of having said before the whole
Senate that I was too rough spoken to make it possible to discuss
with me. When he had thus made his exhortation I began to
look to the end of his remarks, but things turned out differently
from what I hoped. For he turned back to this other point and
said :
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11, That rubbish (for thus, if I mistake not, that crowd call
the gospel teaching) was taught without foundation in Scripture.
Here: again I fled to the protection of the words of Mark vii., as
a sort of Achilles’ shield, and shot forth these shafts: Do you
want clearer proofs presented to you? Is not Christ worthy of
belief? Or Mark? I have gathered many passages together,
but I abstain from giving the rest now in order not to nauseate
the Fathers. Here my lord Englehard opportunely drew a New
Testament from his pocket and bade me interpret the passage of
Paul's Epistle to Timothy i. 4. 1 took the book and translated
the passage into German, and it is wonderful how they all breathed
a sigh of relief, recognizing the passage, most of them, from the
exposition of that epistle that I had made the vear before. So
much difference does it make at what point things are said.

12. Immediately leaving these points, he brought the cere-
monials out into battle line again, wounded however, and I
attempted to rout them completely again thus: His point that
it was the duty of the people’s priests to set forth the meaning of
the ceremonials I upset in this way. The gospel of Christ had
been committed to me to preach assiduously; what the cere-
monials indicated those would set forth who lived by them. I
admit that I purposely, though quietly, meant to touch the man’s
sore point in this. For what else do those suburban bishops do
but stuff their purses with illusions of consecrating things? But
if any master of ceremonials ventured to preach other than the
truth to the sheep entrusted to me, I declared I would not
stand it.

13. Now what he had said about offences I should have
approved in general, if all his words had not seemed to point
toward keeping those who were weak always weak, though it is
the duty of the stronger, as those fellows wish and ought to be
regarded, mpoodapPévesdar, that is, to take up and comfort and
help the weak, that they may also be made strong. Yet this one

e ' dous care of
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the High Prelate of Constance to avoid or guard against offence
to the Church, had he no exhortation to his priests at last after
Christ’s fashion, bidding them to put their own immunity behind
them and bear the general burdens with the rest of the Christian
brethren, and to pay tax and tribute? For Christ, in order not
to give ground of offence to those who exacted the tribute money,
paid it and performed a miracle besides, but it could not be
denied that all the people in every nation were complaining
because the priests and monks and nuns were supported in idle-
ness, contributing neither labour nor money for the uses of the
State. They complained bitterly after they had left the Senate
that this had been brought in outside the subject, as they say,
but it seems to me that nothing could have been said more
appropriately at this point, when they were talking of the High
Prelate of Constance being so anxious about grounds of offence.

14. 1n the next place, though I was aware that Paul had
suffered Timothy to be circumcised, yet I maintained that he
could not be persuaded by any means to allow Titus to be circum-
cised, and I tried to give the reason for both acts, namely, that
with Timothy, while Christianity was still in the green blade, he
had suffered the Macedonians to be circumcised that no breach
of the peace might arise, but after the new doctrine had grown
somewhat more vigorous, and Paul had learned by his perception
of this that Titus could be saved without any disturbance, he
saved him. Here I put forth all my strength to persuade the
Senators to abide by the ancient custom until either the bonds of
that yoke were loosened for us or the world itself consented
together more clearly for the taking up again of freedom.

15. Finally I said that those could rightfully be said to rely on
their own notions and ideas who struggled against the accepted
Scriptures and put human traditions before the teachings of
heaven, not those who protected themselves by no other weapons
or defences than the sacred writings, for the former trusted in
flesh and blood, the latter in the truth of heaven alone, not one
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jot of which could ever pass away. Though I was aware that
Paul had compared his gospel with the Apostles finally, I also
knew that he did not do it for fourteen years. And though I
perceived what they were after with that illustration, their side
was weakened rather than propped up by it. For I had insisted
a little while before so obstinately that they should be present at
my explanation for no other reason than that they might see
clearly how I handled the sacred writings ; nay, that I was ready
to give an account of the faith that was in me before the dwellers
in heaven, or on earth, or in hell. And finally, having begged
the Senate to take in good part all that I had said, I stopped
speaking, except that when the suffragan began to snap out some-
thing more and to drive it in vigorously, that it had been decreed
by the Holy Fathers and the councils that meat should not be
eaten in Lent, I also began to contend more recklessly and to
deny that it had been decreed by any councils, at least by any
general ones. At last when he had finished his appendix we
adjourned the Senate,

These, dear Brother Erasmus, are the wounds I received and
inflicted in the assembly of the Ecclesiastics and Senators ; these
the means with which I ran to the aid of the feeble. It has all
been written down off hand as it was spoken, for the suffragan
had brought a prepared speech with him, but I was forced to
fight and defend myself as I stood. If I have said anything
more briefly or more fully than it occurred, I think this should
be attributed to human weakness, which hardly recognizes how
little power it has in remembering. Yet the main drift of the
proceedings in general I have touched upon, whether in the
Senate or in the body of Ecclesiastics or in private discussion.
For the evening after the morning they had spoken before the
body of Ecclesiastics, I stumbled upon them by accident and
talked much with them. Thus I learned just where their sore
point was.

Good by, and if you write to my friend Oechsli, greet him for



PERMISSION TO MARRY. 25

I1. PETITION OF CERTAIN PREACHERS OF SWITZER-
LAND TO THE MOST REVEREND LORD HUGO,
BISHOP OF CONSTANCE, THAT HE WILL NOT SUFFER
HIMSELF TO BE PERSUADED TO MAKE ANY PROC-
LAMATION TO THE INJURY OF THE GOSPEL, NOR
ENDURE LONGER THE SCANDAL OF HARLOTRY,
BUT ALLOW THE PRESBYTERS TO MARRY WIVES OR
AT LEAST WOULD WINK AT THEIR MARRIAGES.*

To the Most Reverend Father and Lord in Christ, Hugo of
Hohenlandenberg, Bishop of Constance, the undersigned offer
obedient greeting.

Your Excellency will perhaps wonder, Most Reverend Father,
what this unusual action of writing a letter to yourself means,
and not without reason. For nature has ordained that the un-
expected should create not only wonder, but at times even a
feeling of dumfoundedness. Yet we would have you to be
entirely free and undisturbed in regard to this matter which we
are laying before you. For we do not come to your Excellency
in regard to anything very troublesome, but to find help. For
we are so sure that you are both a most pious lord and a most
loving father that there is nothing we do not promise ourselves

* Zwingli’s Works, fil. 17-25. Translated by Mr. Henry Preble from the
original Latin.

This paper explains itself. The revelation it makes is curious. The signers
had doubtless desire to preach the gospel as they understood it; but they had
a much greater desire to be legally married. They must have known that their
bishop had no authority to grant their requests, It should be remarked that
when Zwingli and his 10 associates drew up the paper here given they were
priests in good and regular standing, and had no idea of leaving the church.
Their statements are to be believed. This frank, not to say naive, petition
stands against all denials of the unchastity of most of the Swiss clergy. Simul-
taneously with its issuance Zwingli issued another, written in German (see his
Works, i. 30-51), addressed to the government of the Confederacy, which also
was a plea for the free course of the gospel, but particularly that if the bishop

should allow the priests to marry the government would allow it and protect
the married priests.
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from you. And this the fact itself shows, for we should never
have ventured to write to your Fatherhood unless we had had
thorough confidence in it. We desire, therefore, humbly to beg
you to listen kindly to what we are going to disclose a little later,
to hear it graciously, and to take it in good part. This is de-
manded both by the matter itself which drives us to this appeal
and by the office which you fill as a loving father. The matter
itself, to come to it at last, is this: Your Most Reverend Father-
hood knows how for a long time the heavenly teachings which
God, the Creator of all things, willed to have made plain unto
the poor race of men by one no way inferior to himself, by his
Son, in all things his equal, have, not without the utmost loss to
the cause of salvation, been lying hidden through the ignorance,
not to say evil intentions, of certain persons, and how rudely,
when he had determined to recall and renew those teachings in
-our day by a sort of second revelation, certain persons attack or
-defend them. For all the efforts of these defenders are aimed
-at putting an end to the whole conflict by the first onset, and if
they fail in this they collapse utterly, but the attacking party are
so shamelessly persistent in their contention that though thrown
upon their backs by the boss of the shield of Holy Writ and
pierced by the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,
they will not yield, but would rather contend against Christ than
abandon their pretensions, until they be compelled to abandon
both Christ and their own pretensions, after the fashion of the
Jews of old, who having fought against the living Christ till they
had slain him, pursued him even when dead, till they all likewise
perished themselves. And though we do not by any means
willingly predict this same ill-omened end for the present mis-
guided lot, we cannot help fearing that it may come to pass
sometime, and for that we are not without reasons. For as in
the old days the Jews cast out in vain from the synagogue those
who believed in Christ (for the faith grew more and more each

in - " ours, if any continue to frighten away
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or even to destroy the real heralds of Christ, they will meet with
the same result. Therefore must the words of Gamaliel be
pounded into them often, that they may keep their hands off of
those who bring us the commands of heaven. For if it be of
God it cannot be destroyed, for it were folly for any to try to
fight against God; but if it be of men it will perish of itself.
Meanwhile most watchful care should be taken lest, as those poor
wretches perished miserably in their doomed city, some disaster
overwhelm us unawares. For the word of God has never been
disregarded with safety. Therefore, Most Reverend Father, we
beseech you by our Lord Jesus Christ, not to join those who
aim at putting under a bushel, nay, at extinguishing, the light
that came into the world to illumine all men, and who call evil
good and good evil, turning sweet into bitter and light into dark-
ness, but rather to join those who have this one desire, that the
whole concourse of Christians return to their head, which is
Christ, and form one body in him, and, having received the spirit
of God, recognize the blessings bestowed upon them by God.
And this we see is by no means the case with those who promise
themselves some sort of peace, if human prescriptions be set
before Christ even. In God we ought to be made one, for he
himself is one. In man, who is constantly divided against him-
self, how is it possible that we be made one? Christ prayed to
the Father to make us one in him, and shall man dare to promise
us unity in him? In one God, in one faith, in one baptism we
shall certainly be made one, for these are one. In some one
man, when there are so many laws contradicting each other and
such divergent opinions, so far are we from being made one that
in no surer way can we be led astray into error and disagreement
than in this. Nay, we see one and the same man often at vari-
ance with himself in these points. Those things that we set forth
a little while ago and all other things that urge us to unity,
whence can they be more clearly and purely got than from their
very fountain head? He that draweth from that shall abound
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in the water that springs forth into everlasting life. But the well
is deep, and we have nothing to draw with, unless he who is
eager to be drawn brings us rope and bucket and windlass, and
after the manner of Moses graciously opens a well for our feeble
souls, at which the thirsty sheep may drink and be led back to
the heavenly pastures, which surely are found in no other corner
of the universe than in the Gospel. For what other fountain
head is there than Christ himself, who invites us to himself freely,
saying: “ If any one thirsteth, let him come to me and drink.”
For he desires that we all receive of his abundance, we who are
in need of all things. For we have neither silver nor gold where-
with to satisfy him, but he urges us to hasten to him with joyful-
ness, to drink freely. Who has ever shown himself so liberal
an inn-keeper among men as to suffer his wine to be poured out
and distributed without charge save Christ alone, who bestows
his blessings {ree so plentifully? And if we shall not seize the
favour that offers itself to us thus freely, what hope awaits us?
What excuse, pray, shall we make? Of what tortures shall we
not judge ourselves worthy if we repel from us him who desires
to become so near a friend? We are aware that our life differs
all too widely from the pattern of the Gospel, but is the Gospel
on that account to be abolished and done away with? Ought
we not rather to devote ourselves vigorously to correcting our
faults according to its standard and to subduing our feebleness,
since it is the one thing, could we only believe it, from the
inspiration of which salvation will come to us, according to the
command of Christ when he sent forth his Apostles to preach
the Gospel with these words: ¢ Preach the Gospel (not your own
theories or decrees or the regulations which some chance shall
happen to dictate) to every creature.”” And he added:
¢ Whosoever believeth ”” (when the Gospel has been preached,
of course), “ and is baptized, shall be saved,” and on the other
hand, ¢ Whosoever believeth not, shall be damned.” Since
therefore, as we have said, God, as of old he used to warn Istael
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time and again by the mouth of his prophets, now deigns in our
day to illumine us with his Gospel, in order to renew his covenant
which cannot be annulled, we have thought that this opportunity
ought by no means to be neglected, nay, that we ought to strive
with unremitting effort that as many as possible may share in the
glory of this salvation. And inasmuch as meanwhile a report
reaches us that by the wickedness of certain persons your heart
has been so hardened that you mean shortly to put forth a proc-
Jamation warning us to turn aside from the Gospel if in any part
it shall prove at variance with human tradition, though the report
hardly deserves credence among us, yet we are moved somewhat,
not indeed to hesitate in slothful fear, but to pity your lot, if
things are as they are commonly reported, that this pestiferous
class of men, who confound all things to serve their own purposes,
has been able to extend their influence even to yourself. But
heaven forbid! For we place such high hope in you that we
doubt not we shall do a thing acceptable to you if we shall show
the utmost faithfulness in the interests of the Gospel. For we
cannot in any way be persuaded that you desire to see the duty
that belongs peculiarly to your office neglected and abandoned.
For Christ sent you not to baptize nor to anoint, but to preach
the gospel. May heaven bless our undertaking! We have
determined to spread abroad the knowledge of the Gospel with
uninterrupted effort, and to do it so seasonably that none shall
have a right to complain that we have done him any injury. But
if we shall not attain a prosperous issue in this according to the
judgment of men, there is no cause to wonder. For it is a rock
of offence and a stumbling-block and a sign that is proving false.
For he came unto his own, and his own received him not. For
these reasons it is becoming that your Fatherhood should look
with favour upon our vigorous efforts, which though perhaps
uncommon are by no means unconsidered, and that you should
not only permit but help and advance this business, which is
Christ's, not ours. That will be above all things honourable and
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worthy of a bishop. Nay it will belong to you, not to take upon
your shoulders some part merely of the work undertaken, but,
like Moses, to lead the way and to beat back or destroy the
obstacles, so far at least as you can; and you can by encourag-
ing and urging men to this task, or, if that is too much, by
approving and favouring it, and removing grounds of offence.

For among the things that threaten most to harm the budding
teachings of Christ are grounds of offence. For how, by the
everlasting God, will the simple-minded commons believe in him
who even whiile he preaches the Gospel is thought by them to
be licentious and a shameless dog? Can any thing happen
more disastrous to our sacred calling? We beg you, therefores
to show yourself as indulgent towards the second part of our
petition as we believe you to be. We think that your most
Reverend Fatherhood is not unaware how unsuccessfully and
scantily the prescriptions in regard to chastity that have come
down to our times from our predecessors have been kept by the
general run of priests, and oh, that they could have vouchsafed
us strength to keep their commands as easily as they gave them !
Yet God willed not that this be granted to man, that this gift of
gods and angels might not be put down to the credit of man,
but of God only. For this is plainly shown by the words of
Christ (Matthew xix. ro-12) when, after much discussion had
taken place between himself and the Pharisees with regard to
marriage, and his disciples said that, if the case were such as the
discussion showed, it were better not to marry, he answered that
not all men were capable of chastity, but only those to whom it
had been given, wishing to show that it was a gift of God, that
was given to some men in such wise that they might recognize
that the divine goodness and not their own strength was of avail
in this thing. And this is evidently indicated by what follows a
little later, when, having made particular mention of eunuchs, he
leaves it free to every man to keep or not to keep the law of
chastity, saying,  He that is able to receive it, let him receive
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it.”” He meant, no doubt, that they to whom it was granted
from above were bound to keep the law. For otherwise none
could hold out under it. We, then, having tried with little
enough success alas! to obey the law (for the disease must be
boldly disclosed to the physician), have discovered that the gift
has been denjed unto us, and we have meditated long within
ourselves how we might remedy our ill-starred attempts at
chastity. And turning the matter over on all sides, we found
nothing encouraging or propitious until we began to chew the
cuds, it were, like the cattle, over those words of Christ just
quoted. For then a sort of loathing of ourselves began to creep
over us from the odour of it until we began to be disgusted that
through careless thinking we had made a law unto ourselves of
that which Christ had left free, as if the maintenance of chastity
depended upon our own strength. Then presently a blush of
shame overspread our faces, just as Adam, when he was going to
be like the gods, found first nothing but his own nakedness, then
an angry God, and shortly after a whole cart-load of ills. For
who would not repent when he had looked upon the pitiable
result of his own carelessness? For what else is it, by the ever-
lasting God, than absolute folly, nay even shamelessness, to arro-
gate to one’s self what belongs to God alone? To think one’s
self able to do that than which there is nothing one is less able
to do? But after that loathing of ourselves, through which we
recognized at once our rashness and our weakness, the hope of a
remedy began to show itself, though from afar. For weighing
more carefully Christ’s words and the custom of our predecessors
in this matter, we found that the whole question was far easier
than we had thought. For when he says, ¥ All men cannot
receive this saying,” and again, “ He that is able to receive it,
let him receive it,” he prescribes no punishment for them that
cannot receive it. Nay, either because of the vastness of the
thing which he did not wish enjoined upon each and all, or on
account of our weaknes, which he knows better than we ourselves,
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he did not want this thing laid up against us, and so left it free.
Therefore our souls which had been nigh unto despair were
mightily refreshed when we learned those who were unable to
receive the saying were threatened with no punishment by him
who can send both body and soul into hell. But the fathers
seemed to have cast an anxions eye in this direction too, when
they showed themseives unwilling to enjoin chastity upon all
without exception or to require a vow of chastity from others--
the priests, at least, and even shielded human weakness with
clever words, as was proper, in this way:—When the sponsor
who was accustomed to make answer for all who were to be con-
firmed was asked, “Are they righteous, these whom you present?”
he was wont to answer: * They are righteous.” ¢“Are they
well trained?” ¢ They are well trained,” etc. When, however,
they came to chastity—¢“Are they chaste®” he answered, “As far
as human frailty allows.” Thus it appears that neither our
predecessors nor the fathers in our own day wanted that bound
hard and fast which Christ had suffered to be free, lest they
might smear the sweet yoke of the Lord with bitter wormwood.
Having, I say, thus balanced these considerations, to wit, that
we are held to the maintenance of chastity by neither divine nor
human law, we considered nevertheless that though chastity go
free, yet animal passion ought not to roam promiscuously, but to
be bounded by rule and constancy, and forced into reasonable
limits, like the rest of the course of our life, which though free
becomes wildness and confusion, unless it be restrained by
moderation, that we sink not to the level of swine. And this we
see the Maker of all things willed from the beginning of creation,
when he fashioned for Adam from his rib one woman only as a
helpmeet and not a group or crowd of women, and joined her
presently by so firm a bond that a man Jeaves father and mother
sooner than his wife, for the two unite to form one flesh.
Furthermore, if we run through the whole of the New Testament
we find nowhere anything that favours free concubinage, but
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everything in approval of marriage. Therefore it appears to us
most true and most right that for a Christian no third possibility
besides chastity or marriage is left, and that he should live
chastely if that is given unto him from above, or marry a wife if
he be on fire with passion, and this we shall show more clearly in
a little while from the truly sacred writings. Hence we beseech
your mercy, wisdom and learning, illustrious Leader, to show
yourself the first to lay hold upon the glory of taking the lead
over all the bishops of Germany in right thinking upon Christi-
anity, since you see Christ bestowing especial favour upon this
age of ours and revealing himself more clearly than for several
ages since, while from the whole great body of bishops scarcely
one or two thus far have shown themselves fairly on the side of
the revivified Christianity, and while others continue to thrust ill-
feigned chastity upon the unfortunate general body of our fellow
bishops, do you suffer those who are consumed with passion to
marry wives, since this, as has been shown, will be lawful accord-
ing to Christ and according to the laws of men. From the whole
vast crowd we are the first to venture to come forward, relying
upon your gentleness, and to implore that you grant us this thing,
not, as we think, without due consideration. For when on one
side we were being crushed by human ordinances, struggling in
vain against the weakness of the flesh (for the law stimulates to
sin rather than restrains it), and on the other, Scripture was
smiling upon us with approval, we thought it no wrong to bring
forward the passages on which we rely, that it might be evident
to you whether we treated them intelligently or not, and when it
appeared, as we hoped, that we had employed the Scriptures
righteously, that you would grant what we ask for in all humility.

The first passage of all that makes us free and that we trust to
as to a sacred anchor is Matthew xix. For we reason thus from
it: If Christ willed that chastity be free to us, good-by to the
man who tries to make a law of it. The demonstration of the
second is: If at the voice of God Peter feared to call that com-



34 ZWINGLI SELECTIONS.

mon which God had purified, we may boldly declare that it is
not right for any man to declare that that is not lawful which
God has suffered to be lawful. For if in that which is of little
account God was unwilling to accept the judgment of Peter, how
much less in a matter of much greater moment will he accept
the judgment of one inferior to Peter? Our feeling on this point
is clear enough from what has gone before, when we add that
the words of Christ on the subject we are speaking of are the
words of him who is the way and the truth and the life. For he
says in another place, “ The words which I have spoken are
spirit and life.”” How then were it not lawful and safe to trust
to them? Nay, we shall believe accursed rather than merely
wicked anything that shall have been sought out to contradict
the words of God. They are spirit and life, the things that he
has said. Therefore what we say is flesh and death. The
second passage is Paul to the Corinthians I., ch. vii. 1 and 2:
“ Tt is good for a man not to touch a woman. Nevertheless, to
avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every
woman have her own husband.” Here first we concluded that
he would be blest to whom it had been given of God to be able
to do without a wife. And while we willingly yield this glory to
those who live chastely, we are grieved that it has been denied
unto us, though we bear it patiently with God’s help. Next as
to the point that to avoid fornication, every man should have his
own wife. He who said ¢ every man” made exceptions of
none, neither priest nor monk nor layman. Hence it is clear, as
we hinted above, that for a Christian there is nothing between
chastity and marriage. He must either live chastely or marry a
wife. The third passage is in the same chapter, verse g: “If
they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry
than to burn.” Therefore if one cannot contain one's self, if
one burns, let him marry. We have been so on fire from passion
—with shame be it said l—that we have done many things
unseemly, yet whether this should not be laid upon those to
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some extent who have forbidden marriage we refrain from saying
now, thinking it enough that the fire of passion alone (and that
so frequent and violent as to threaten the mind) is pronounced
sufficient reason for marriage. The fourth passage is verse 25 in
the same chapter: ¢ Now concerning virgins I have no com-
mandment of the Lord: yet I give my judgment,” etc. Paul,
the teacher of the nations, the chosen instrument of God, with
whom Christ had spoken intimately from heaven more than
once, says that he has no commandment of the Lord in regard to
virginity, and has an unpurified man such commandment?
Then too Paul had said much of the value of virginity and its
advantages, and much of the trials and unhappiness of marriage,
and he added, verse 35, ¢ And this I speak for your own profit;
not that I may cast a snare upon you,” wishing, though he had
greatly praised the state of virginity, not to seem of opinion that
it ought to be commanded. The fifth passage is 1 Timothy iii.
1, foll.: « This is a true saying, If 2 man desire the office of a
bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be blame-
less, the husband of one wife,” etc. And a little later he adds
“ having his children in subjection with all gravity.” Here we
noted that though it is a thing of high repute to be a bishop, yet
he bids a bishop have a wife, whether one only or one at a time
we will not now discuss. We noted also that the name bishop
is the name of an office, not one of arrogant pride, and therefore
we had no fear to call ourselves also bishops, that is, watchers,
because the other terms which are in common use to-day either
seem over-ambitious or are foreign words. With the name of
watcher, however, how can any one be puffed up? Can he
think it a state of high dignity and not a position of duty when
the only function of a watcher is to watch? The sixth passage
is from the same Paul to Titus 1, 5 and 6 : “ For this cause left
1 thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that
are wanting, and ordain elders in every city; if any be blame-
less, the husband of one wife, having faithful children,” etc.
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And this passage is as like unto the passage above as one pea is
like another. The seventh is likewise from r Timothy, ch. iv

1-3: “ Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having
their conscience seared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry,” etc. .
Here we would have those prick up their ears who make a fine
show of chastity and keep it ill; for what they do secretly is
wicked even to think of. The Spirit speaking in Paul says that in
the latter days, in which we are no doubt also included, it shall
come to pass that some will turn away from the faith unto their
own works which are not of God. Also that this shall happen at
the instigation of evil spirits who shall speak things good in
appearance only, and shall commend them especially by the
mouths of those who go about in sheep’s clothing raging like
wolves, and therefore they have ever been singed in their own
eyes and condemned by their own judgment. And they shall
forbid marriage. Behold, Most Reverend Father, the origin of
their feigned chastity! The eighth passage is ch. xiii. 4 to the
Hebrews: ¢ Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed unde-
filed ; but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.” This
passage seems so clearly to confirm our contention that we think
it the duty of bishops (granted that they be watchers) to drive
into marriage those whom they have detected in fornication.
For fornication must be met, because besides exposing one to
judgment it also offends one’s neighbor.

Influenced then by these passages we are at length persuaded that
it is far more desirable if we marry wives, that Christ’s little ones
may not be offended, than if with bold brow we continue rioting in
fornication. To this your Highness will no doubt agree when you
reflect that the sin of him who offends one of the little ones of
Christ can scarcely be atoned for, even though a millstone be
hung about his neck and he be cast into the depths of the sea.
And what, pray, is a stumbling block of offence, if the shameless
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fornication of priests is not a stumbling block of offence? And
let your Highness not deign to listen to those who snap out like
this: “ Behold, Most Reverend Fathers, the religion of these
men! What else are they after than turning the freedom of
Christ into the lust of the flesh, according to the judgmenr of
Paul to the Galatians 5 and of Peter 1, ch. ii?”’ For to make no
mention now of how the cohabitation of marriage is regarded by
God, although we do not deny that the act proceeds distinctly
from the flesh, yet we know that it is far from harmful, since
Paul says (1 Corinthians vii. 28) : “And if a virgin marry she
hath not sinned,” because God no doubt looks without ange:
upon this thing on account of our weakness, or rather the sin
dwelling in us. And the same Paul (Galatians v. 19) reckons it
not among the works of the flesh. Yet this answer is not neces-
sary, since it is clearly evident that if we had wished to indulge
in this thing for pleasure’s sake, we should never have allowed
ourselves to be tied up with the halter of wives when thus, besides
suffering countless arrogances, we are cut off from the oppor-
tunity of making good the unpleasantness and other drawbacks
of a long married life. But since most of us fill the office of
bishops, in which above all things there should be no room for
grounds of offence (for a bishop ought to be blameless, as has
been made clear above), we have all tried to see how we could
cease from the offence, while in other respects (if we may speak
freely without boasting) we are not of such untutored morals as
to be in ill repute among the flock entrusted to us for any other
failing save this one alone. For the sake of Christ the Lord of
all of us, therefore, by the liberty won by his blood, by the
fatherly affection which you owe to us, by your pity of our feeble
souls, by the wounds of our consciences, by all that is divine and
all that is human, we beseech you mercifully to regard our peti-
tion and to grant that which was thoughtlessly built up be
thoughtfully torn down, lest the pile constructed not in accordance
with the will of our Heavenly Father fall some time with a far
more " erash. You see what the world
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Therefore your Fatherhood ought to regard it as wise foresight
and not unreasonableness that we come to petition you., For
unless wise aid be applied in many places it will be all up with
the whole body of ecclesiastics. And please do not refer us to
the decrees of the predecessors of your Fatherhood. For you
see how they fail to meet the case, and delay in the hope that
though we have been first beaten with rods we can then presently
endure the sting of scorpions. Our weakness must be indulged,
nay, something must be ventured in this matter. O happy the
invincible race of Hohenlandenberg, if you shall be the first of
all the bishops in Germany to apply healing to our wounds and
restore us to health! For what historian will ever pass over the
achievement unmentioned? What scholar will not trumpet it
abroad? What poet will not sing it to coming generations?
What embalming will not protect it from decay and destruction?
The door of well doing is surely open before you. You have only
to take care lest you do not hold your hands firmly clasped, and
so let the offered opportunity slip through them. For we pre-
sage that things are going to put on a new face whether we will
or no, and when this happens we shall lament in vain having
neglected the opportunity of winning glory. We have on the
side of our request that Creator who made the first human beings
male and female; we have the practice of the Old Testament,
which is much more strict than, the New, under which, however,
even the highest priests took upon their necks the gentle yoke of
matrimony ; we have Chuist, who makes chastity free, nay, bids us
marry, that his little children may not be offended, and our petition
meets with Joud approval on all sides. Nay, even Paul, speaking
with the spirit of God, enjoins marriage. All the company of the
pious and judicious are with us. If you disregard all this ‘we
know not how you can embrace your race with affection, for you
will surpass their brave deeds, and win more than their laurels
and statues, if you only grant us this favour. If, however, you
cannot possibly be persuaded to grant it, we beseech you at least
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not to forbid it, according to the suggestion of another than our-
selves. For we think you are brave enough to do right without
fear of those who can even slay the body. And in fact you will
have to refrain at least from interfering. For there is a report
that most of the ecclesiastics have already chosen wives, not
only among our Swiss, but among all peoples everywhere, and to
put this down will certainly be not only beyond your strength but
beyond that of one far more mighty, if you will pardon our say-
ing so. Accordingly, scorn us not as of little account; even a
rustic often speaks very much to the point. And though we be
but little children, we are yet Christ’s, and far from scorning us,
you may confidently trust that salvation will be yours if you
receive us. As to ourselves, we shall never cease to sing your
praises if you but show yourself a father to us, and shall render
you willing and glad obedience. Grant a gift to your children,
who are so obedient that they come to you before all things, and
so trusting that in this matter, however difficult it is thought to
be, they have ventured to appeal to you only. The Most High
God long preserve your Excellency in prosperity and in the
knowledge of God! We pray with all humility that you will
take all we have said in a spirit of justice and kindness.
Einsiedeln, Switrerland, Fuly 2d, 1522.
Your Most Reverend Fatherhood’s most obedient servants,
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